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      Space and Light 
 
 Louis Kahn, now a renowned architect, once famously said: “Each space must be defined 
by its structure and the character of its natural light”. The idea of light and shadow plays a 
crucial role into understanding Kahn’s architectural spaces, as well as many other architects such 
as Tadao Ando, as well as artists like James Turrell, Dan Flavin, and Ólafur Eliasson. Through 
light, natural or synthetic, the audience is obedient in how they experience a particular space. 
Light controls space and is most essential to space. Without light, there will be no shadows 
which give rhythm to the space that is either open or closed. By “capturing” or closing off the 
natural light in a structure, one gives itself to it and is dependant on it by the nature of 
experience. Light has its presence, we can feel its warmth, we can see the shadow it creates and 
gives volume to the space. Through light, we are able to experience the full potential of the space 
we encounter.   

This exhibition will have its roots in the quotes by Louis Kahn, as well as by James 
Turrell who said: “We don’t normally look at light, we look at something light reveals. For me it 
is important that people value light, to value light as we value gold, silver, paintings, objects”. 
The purpose is for the audience to come directly in contact with the physical qualities of the 
natural light by the means of an enclosed space which gives opportunities for the light to pass. 
Those opportunities can be either a precise hole or any negative space of a wall on either side of 
the enclosed structure or its ceiling. A place of atmosphere created solely by the incoming 
natural light, gives an almost meditative and sublime effect on the visiting public. A person 
viewing and experiencing the space does not require to have a previous knowledge of a piece of 
information, because we experience light everyday. However, rarely it is an isolated light, 
meaning it is standing by it self. Light’s qualities are not possessive which is why it creates such 
an attraction and impact on a person. A person can not physically per se “grab” the light and put 
it in a pocket,  because then it becomes nonexistent in the darkness of the pocket and loses its 
meaning.   

Essentially the idea for the exhibition is to separate the space from the loud and busy 
outside but still bring the outside’s light into the structure. With this in mind, the size of the 
structure matters. If the space is small, the light would not have the same effect as a bigger space 
and it would not be able to receive as many people. Therefore the space should be bigger in size 
with higher ceilings. Also the shape of it matters, because the structure itself is not supposed to 
distract the audience from the light but emphasize it. Therefor the structure should be rectangular 
in shape. Last of all, the space should contain white walls for again, to not to distract the light 
from the viewer. It is necessary for the walls to be white, because we cannot forget about the 
shadow created by the light. It is essential for understanding the form of the light through its 



Gawryolek 2 

shadow. Therefor the structure will be an empty white rectangular prism with intervention of 
negative space or spaces which the light will pass through.  

This work of art works as a whole not as an object such as a sculpture or a painting 
however in some sense it has the same qualities that are even more profound. It is a work that 
uses light as a medium in creating a realization for the viewer how essential the light is in their 
everyday life. It is supposed to act as a reminder for the viewer that the same light as in the 
structure which comes from the sun, illuminates the day throughout their life. The audience is 
free to enjoy the space in any manner, sitting, standing, or walking, and is encouraged to spend 
more than 10 minutes in the gallery to fully have the realization of the movement of the light.  
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All models created by Joachim Gawryolek.  
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                      Roosevelt Memorial 
                                                             New York City,  

                                      Louis Kahn. 
Church of the Light by Tadao Ando.  
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